
The  Italian  Army  History,  develop m e n t s  and  future

The  Italian  Army  ( EI  )  is  the  main  and  the  oldest  componen t  of  the

four  italian  armed  forces  ,  which  is  par t  of  the  military  navy  ,  the  military  air

force  and  the  arms  of  the  carabinie ri   ,  all  depende n t  on  the  chief  of  staff  of

defense  and  included  in  the  minist ry  of  defense  .

Born  as  a  royal  army  in  1861  on  the  occasion  of  the  unification  of  Italy  by  the

core  of  the  sardinian  army,  it  assume d  the  curren t  deno m i n a t i o n  after  the

Repubblic  of  Italy’  s  birth  in  1946.

The  impor tan t  reforms,  implemen t e d  by  the  genera l  staff  of  Vittorio  Emanuele

II  with  the  aim  of  transforming  the  old  sardinian  army  into  the  first  italian

army,  star t ed  soon  after  the  end  of  the  second  war  of  independ e nc e  at  the  end

of  1859.  the  small  regional  army  of  the  king  of  sardinia  was  not  sufficient  to

carry  out  the  tasks  that  the  new  national  army  have  carried  out.

4  m a g g i o  1 8 6 1

The  note  no.  76  of  the  4 th  of  may  1861  introduce d  the  name  of  italian  army,

which  was  the  birth  cer tificate  of  the  new  army . A birth  altoge the r  fast  and

tumultuo u s,  which  had  seen  the  grafting  to  the  robust  tr unk  of  the  sardinian

army  of  contributions  coming  from  the  regula r  and  irregula r  armed  forces  of

every  region  of  our  count ry,  in  a  little  more  than  18  months  came  thus  to  light

an  army  which  counted  now  8  grenadie r  regimen t s ,  62  of  infantry ,  36

battalion s  of  rifle- corps ,  17  cavalry  regimen t s ,  9  of  artil ler y,  2  of  the

enginee r s , 3  of  the  army  supply  train  and  12  a d minist ra t ion  companies .

That  was  the  framework , the  time  came  now  to  enliven  that  army , to  organize,

train ,  equip ,  arm  and  quar t e r  those  detach m e n t s ,  which  was  in  itself  a  tangle

of  problems  whose  efficient  solution  would  have  taken  several  years ,  as  a

mat te r  of  fact  the  first  years  of  life  of  the  italian  army ,  which  also  coincided

with  a  period  of  financial  difficulties .
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A look  at  the  : Cisalpi n e  Repub bl i c  

The  cisalpine  repubblic  was  officially  born  on  June  29,  1797  with  the

proclam a t ion  of  the  general  in  charge  of  the  italian  armed  forces,  Bonapa r t e

which  sanctioned  the  freedom  and  independ e nc e  of  the  French  republic.   The

cisalpina  repubblic  remains  impor tan t  as  inheri ted  the  tricolor  of  the  curren t

italian  republic,  born  in  the  wave  of  jacobin  and  napoleonic  ideas  coming  from

france ,  flags  of  these  republics  are  kept  at  the  tricolor  museu m  in  Reggio

Emilia  .

In  july  1797  the  cisalpine  republic  was  created  in  northe r n  italy , the  lombard

legion  originat ed  initially  on  a  volunta ry  basis  for  the  initiative  of  some

milanese  citizens  who  intende d  to  form  a  guard  of  honor  for  N apoleon  , this

first  nucleus  was  delivered  on  november  6,  1796  in  piazza  del  duomo,  the  first

tricolor  flag  . The  lombard  legion  was  divided  into  7  cohort s  (3  enlisted  in  the

city  of  Milan  ,  one  from  Cremona  and  Casalmag giore  ,  one
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from  Lodi  and  Pavia  ,  one  from  Como  ,  and  finally  one  composed  of  pat riots

coming  mainly  from  the  pontifical  state  and  the  kingdom  of

sicily  ).  S ubseque n t ly,  the  initiative  was  also  adopted  by  other  cities  that  set

up  a  kind  of  city  guard ,  the  lombard  legion  had  its  baptism  of  fire  during  the

battle  of  Arcole  and  then  agains t  the  pontifical  forces  on  the  S iena.  

After  the  proclama t ion  of  the  kingdom  of  italy  ,  the  guards  of  honor  of  the  city

were  dissolved  in  order  to  establish  the  italian  royal  guard  in  the  terri tories  of

the  new  kingdom  of  italy.  

The  ini t ial  ado pt ion  of  the  sardinian  regula tions  and  rules  facilit ated  the

establishme n t  of  the  new  organism , what  resul ted  from  that  was  however

again  something  differen t ,  even  though  the  piedmont s  elemen t  held  for  some

more  years  –  although  with  some  isolat ed  e xce pt ion  – the  dominance  of  the

high  ranks,  the  problem  of  the  cadres ,  grown  tumultuo u s ly to  face  the

contingen t  necessi ties  of  the  three- year  period  1859  –  1861,  was  solved,

rathe r  slowly,  thanks  also  to  the  re organiza t ion  of  the  militar y  schools .  The

other  big  problem ,  similarly  related  to  the  human  factor ,  that  of  the

rec r u itment  and  of  the  training , took  as  well  a  long  time  to  be  solved . the  draft

evasion  and  the  deser t ions  –  related  in  the  regions  of  the  south  to

“brigan d ag e ” – gradual ly dimini shed  with  the  consolida t ion  of  the  unified  state

and  with  the  accep tanc e  of  the  compulsory  conscrip tion . 

The  very  high  degree  of  illiteracy  was  partially  reduced  thanks  also  to  the

efforts  of  the  “regimen ta l  schools”.  the  fight  agains t  the  southe rn

“brigan d ag e ” proved  then  to  be  – above  all  for  the  infantry  – the  main  obstacle

to  ra t ional  training  and  use  of  the  involved  detachm e n t s ,  and  in  some  periods

it  affected  nearly  the  half  of  the  opera t ing  units.  unprep a r e d  for  the  guer r illa

warfa re ,  since  th at  was  predomina n t ly  the  case  in  the  first  years ,  divided  into

detach m e n t s  of  consistency  often  lower  than  a  company ,  used  in  an  extrem ely

exhaus t ing  way  agains t  a  capable  and  elusive  a d versa r y,  those  troops  paid  a

heavy  price,  due  above  all  to  the  diseases , without  having  neither  the  time  nor

the  possibilit y to  prepa re  for  a  conflict  of  a  tradi tional  type ,  as  was  the

campaign  of  1866.
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The  first  years  were  not  very  easy  because  of  a  long  struggle  against  the

briganda g e  and  for  the  unsuccessful  end  of  the  third  war  of  independ e nc e  in

spite  of  glorious  bat tles.  

186 6  – 191 4 .  from  the  3 rd  war  of  ind e pend e n ce  to  world  war  I

The  third  war  of  ind e penden ce  was  the  southe rn  front  of  the  farthe r  reaching

a ustro/ p russian  war.  F or  ital y that  was  the  star ting  point  of  solving ,  or  bet te r

said  of  trying  to  solve ,  the  issue  of  the  lands  which  had  been  earlier  called

unrede e m e d . Getting  the  veneto  region  cost  the  defeat  at  Custoza  (24  june

1866)  and  at  Lissa  (20  july  1866),  but  the  bat tle  at  Bezzecca  (21  july  1866)

with  the  participa t ion  of  Garibaldi   

                 

balanced  the  defeat s  and  by  weakening  the  aust rians ,  permi tt e d

reconsolida t ion  of  the  italian  forces .  The  question  of  veneto  terri tori es  ended

on  3  october  1866  with  the  peace  of  Vienna  and  about  the  nor th,  many

territories  were  retu rne d  to  become  parts  of  the  kingdom ,  although  the

process  could  not  be  regarde d  as  concluded  (easte rn  friuli,  rathe r  than

dalma t ia).  
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The  question  of  Rome,  still  under  the  temporal  power  of  Pius  ix,  at  the  hear t  of

the  peninsula,  remained  however  a  very  sensi tive  one ,  which  impeded

therefore  a  true  territorial  and  politica l  unifica t ion.  The  propitious  moment  to

arrive  to  Rom e  was  when  in  1870  the  french  moved  to  the  prussian  front,  the

Lanza  govern ement  deci d e d  to  give  the  green  light  to  Raffaele  Cadorna  for

the  militar y opera t ion s  which  produced  for  the  history  the  famo u s

breakth rou g h  of  Porta  Pia.  The  military  forces  enter ed  in  Rom e  on  20
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septe mb e r  1870,  putting  an  end  to  the  “roman  ques tion”.  the  breakth rou g h ,

carried  out  by  the  rifle- corps ,  marked  in  fact  the  conclusion  of  the  temporal

power  of  the  Pope  and  caused  at  last  in  1871  Rom e  to  become  the  capital  of

Ital y.

                     

The  long  period  of  peace  that  succeed e d  in  europ e  the  franco -prussian  war  of

1870 , coincided  also  with  the  apoge e  of  the  europe an  domination  in  the  world,

with  the  increas e  and  consolidation  of  colonialism  in  africa  and  asia.  From

1880  both  the  S tates  of  ancient  formation  and  the  S tates  that  had  achieved

national  unifica tion  (belgi um , ital y, german y),  star t ed  the  race  to  conque r  new

lands  and  in  1914  ripened  the  time  for  the  clash  of  colonial  and  expansionis t

interes t s  to  bring  about  the  beginning  of  the  first  world  war .

In  that  long  period  between  the  nineteen t h  and  twentie th  centu ries ,  the  italian

army  extended  and  consolid ated  its  stru c tur e ,  albeit  with  altern ate  phases ,

due  to  the  difficult  financial  situa tion  and  to  the  insufficient  indus t rial

developm e n t .

Star t ing  from  1870,  the  army  was  rest ruc tu r e d  as  long  as  the  recrui tme n t  and

the  mobilization  were  concerne d , according  to  criteria  which  remained  almost

unchange d  until  the  second  world  war .  The  Ricotti  was  instrum e n t a l  in  the

istitu t ion  of  the  complem en t a ry  officers,  of  the  districts  and , from  them , of  the

first  alpine  detachm e n t s .  To  the  period  that  closely  followed,  date  back  the

setting  up  of  the  militar y geograp hic  in stitut e  and  the  establishme n t ,  in  time

of  p e ace,  of  the  position  of  chief  of  staff  of  the  army,  with  compete n ce  in

planning  the  mobilization  of  the  opera t ions . 
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The  last  decade  of  the  centu ry  was  a  difficult  period,  apar t  from  the

const ra in t s  among  which  the  army  had  to  struggle  becaus e  of  the  scarci ty  of

financial  means,  it  was  widely  used  with  public  order  tasks  for  the

containm en t  and  repress ion  of  social  protes t  movemen t s ,  tasks  little

approp ria t e  to  an  army,  which  led  for  it  to  be  disliked  by  a  par t  of  the

pop u la t ion.  Again  in  that  decade ,  in  1896,  the  unsuccessful  bat tle  at  Adua

agains t  the  e t h iopi ans  of  negus  Menelik,  set  a  limit  to  the  italian  expansionism

in  erit rea ,  where  the  first  troops  had  disembark e d  in  1885  and  had  then

settled ,  clashing  on  several  occasions  with  the  e t h iopi ans  (dogali,  amba  alagi,

macallè)  and  with  idervisci  (adigra t ,  cassala).  From  those  first  colonial

experience s  the  army  drew  useful  lessons  with  respec t  to  the  formation  of

indigenous  troops ,  the  ascari ,  lessons  that  were  applied  thereaf te r  also  in

S omalia  and  in  Lib ya.

                

With  the  new  centu ry  Italy  met  with  a  new  phase  of  relativ e  prosper i t y and

this  favourable  clima te  fostered  the  army  which  – guided  by  the  chief  of  staff ,

general  Alberto  Pollio  –  promoted  in  those  years  its  moderniza t ion :  the  rifle

mod.  1891  and  the  first  bic ycle s  were  joined  by  the  grey- green  uniform s ,  the

first  machine  guns  and  the  motoriza t ion.

All those  elemen ts ,  togethe r  with  the  aeroplan e ,  had  a  first  massive  use  in

1911,  in  the  war  agains t  tur key , which  led  to  the  italian  sovereign ty  over  lib ya

and  over  the  dodecan e s e .

The  191 4  and  the  outbre ak  of  the  europ e a n  conf l ic t
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The  immedia t e  cause  of  the  first  world  war  was  the  assassina t ion  in  Sarajevo

(28th  june  1914)  of  the  aust rian  heir  Archduke  Francesco  Ferdinando

and  his  wife  by  the  serbian  irreden t is t  studen t ,  gavrilo  princip.

But  the  real  causes  of  the  war  are  more  remote  and  complica ted .  the  main

causes  of  the  conflict  were:

 the  aust rian- russian  conflict  for  the  hegemony  in  the  balkans  (aust ri an

victory  at  berlin  congress  in  1878;  the  aust rian  annexa tion  of  bosnia  and

herzegovina  in  1908;  the  establishm e n t  of  a  big  serbian  state  by  russia

during  the  two  balkan  wars,  etc.).

 the  french- german  conflict  (prussian  victory  in  1870  and  a  french

sentimen t  of  revenge;  germa n  interven tion  in  the  moroccan  question,

etc.).

 the  british- germa n  conflict  (a  german  political  economic  power  rising  in

the  world).

 the  irreden t i sm  as  in  the  case  of  italy,  that  aimed  to  annex  trento  and

tries te ,  and  serbia  that  aimed  to  annex  bosnia  and  herzegovina.

The  conflicts  between  the  great  powers  spoiled  the  political  system  of  the

europe an  count ries,  leading  to  the  formation  of  two  hostile  fronts:  the

triple  alliance  (germa ny,  aust ria- hunga ry  and  italy)  and  the  triple

enten te  (grea t  britain,  france  and  russia).  the  increasing  arm  race  led

up  to  interna t ional  tension  between  the  count ries .  

causes  of  the  war:  political  conflicts  betwe e n  the  european  countries  (germany- great

britain,  germany- france);  arm  race;  anglo- german  rivalry  for  the  supre ma cy  on  the

sea  (anglo- french  naval  agree m e n t  in  1912);  nationalist  agitations  in  the  austro-

hungarian  empire  that  had  two  different  ethnic  groups;  czech  desire  of

indepe n d e n c e;  slavic  ques tion;  russian  policy  in  the  balkans;  mobilisations  and

ultimatu m  (because  of  the  military  operational  plans).  there  were  also  the  nationalist

move m e n t s  inside  france  and  germany,  as  well  as  the  anglo- german  econo mic  rivalry.

responsibilities  for  the  war.  the  main  causes  that  led  up  to  the  outbreak  of  the

conflict  were  the  fatal  certainty,  especially  by  germany ,  that  the  war  would  have

been  delimited  in  europe  as  well  as  the  freedo m  in  taking  decisions  by  the  states m e n

and  the  general  staffs,  considering  the  armam e n t  as  a security  guarantee .
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There  is  no  popula tion  that  wants  to  give  up  on  its  objectives  in  the  name  of

the  peace:

 aust ria- hunga ry  defended  tenaciously  the  suprana t ional  imperial  idea;

 serbia  aimed  to  expand  its  terri tory  in  the  balkans;

 russia  feared  for  its  policy  in  the  balkans ,  threa t e n e d  by  the  alterna t ive:

a  war  outside  the  national  borde rs  or  a  revolution  inside  the  count ry;

 grea t  britain  oscillated  betwee n  neut rali ty  and  the  stance  on  in  favour  of

the  war  (indecision  by  the  cabinet ,  fear  for  the  russian  expansion  in  the

middle  east);

 france  wanted  to  use  the  russian  suppor t  for  pressing  germany,  after  its

alliance  with  russia;

 germa ny  used  the  alliance  with  aust ria- hunga ry  to  escape  from  the

political  isolation  and  to  help  the  danube  monarchy,  threa t e n e d  outside

and  inside,  in  recovering  its  pres tige.  the  german  genera l  staff  wanted

the  war  in  1914  because  it  feared  for  the  lack  of  advantag eo us

conditions  to  defeat  france  rapidly  (schlieffen  plan);

 france  and  germany  did  not  intervene  modera t e ly  on  the  policy  of  their

allies,  respec t ively  russia  and  aust ria- hunga ry.

On  may  24,  1915,  the  italian  army  advanced  beyond  the  aust ro-

hunga ri an  borde r ,  marking  the  opening  of  hostilities  for  italy  in  the  first  world

war  ,  during  the  war,  too,  the  arditi  broke  out,  the  aeronau t ica l  service  was

enhance d  and  the  tank  appear e d .

In  the  summer  of  1916  ,  the  sixth  bat tle  of  the  Isonzo  was  completed  which

led  to  the  conques t  of  Gorizia  ,  thanks  also  to  the  take  of  mount  sabotino  by

the  4th  division  at  the  orders  of  Pietro  Badoglio  . The  12th  and  last  bat tle  of

the  Isonzo  marked,  on  the  24th  october  1917,  the  catas t rop hic  defeat  of

Capore t to  , the  aust ro- german  forces  broke  out  in  the  XXVII corps  of  armed

forces  comman d e d  by  Pietro  Badoglio,  but  the  resistance  of  the  troops  on

Piave  and  Grappa  from  10  novembe r  to  4  decemb e r  1917  ended  the  nega tive

phase  of  the  war.  The  following  year,  1918  ,  the  bat tle  of  the  Solstice  (15- 22

june)  and  Vittorio  Veneto  (23  october- 3  novembe r)  marked  the  definitive

italian  victory   .
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In  1918  the  royal  army  was  also  employed  abroad:  in  France  with  the  second

army  corps,  he  fought  in  Bligny  (july  15- 23)  and  along  chemin  des  dames  (10-

12  october);  in  Albania  won  the  bat tle  of  Malakas t r a  (6-9  july).  during

the  albanian  campaign  and  engage m e n t  in  macedonia,  the  italian  troops

occupied  Durres  on  decembe r  29,  1915  and  Bitola  on  november  18,  1916   .

The  conflict  mobilized  about  4,000,000  of  the  soldiers,  killed  about  600,000

and  1,500,000  injured  and  disabled ,  until  the  end  of  world  war  I, the

territorial  militia  that  mob  was  dissolved  by  joining  the  army.

The  grea t  war  is  the  hardes t  test  which  italy  underwe n t  a  little  over  fifty  years

from  its  unification . even  if  nowadays  the  memory  of  that  conflict  has

somewha t  faded  away  becaus e  of  the  passage  of  time  and  genera t ions  and

becaus e  of  the  outbre ak  of  world  war  ii  which  – unlike  the  first  one  – involved

to  a  major  extent  the  civil  pop u la t ion,  was  without  any  doubt  the  bigges t  effort

ever  faced  by  the  army .

On  the  alp s  or  in  the  trenche s  of  Carso,  along  the  Isonzo  and  on  the  Piave,  but

also  in  Albania,  in  Macedonia,  in  Franc e  and  in  Pales tin e ,  4.200.000  men

exercised  their  military  service ,  to  whom  should  be  added  other  840.000  men

called  up .

The  trench , the  barbed  wire  fence , the  machine  gun , the  gas,  the  human  wave ,

which  goes  to  the  assault  following  the  advance m e n t  of  the  artillery  suppor t

fire , and  also , although  to  a  lesser  extent , the  metal  helmet , which  came  to  use

again  after  centu ries ,  togethe r  with  the  armors ,  the  aeroplan e ,  the  first  tanks

and  the  first  machine  pistols ,  these  are  the  mate r ial  element s  that
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charac t e r ized  that  war,  and  which  happene d  to  be  proposed  again  even  in  the

form  of  ph oto  or  of  model.  

Those  as  well  as  the  interminable  stay  in  the  trenches ,  the  cold ,  the  h umidit y,

the  waiting ,  the  fear,  can  only  be  recoun t ed ,  or  rathe r  imagin ed,  the  army

which  concluded  in  1918  victoriously  the  war  was  most  probably ,  on  the

whole ,  the  best  army  that  italy  has  ever  had ,  a  r e sult  this , achieved  thanks  to

the  tenaci ty ,  to  the  self- denial  and  to  the  sacrific e  of  an  entire  genera t ion:

680 ,000  dead  and  1 ,050 ,000  crippled  and  wounded .

     

The  two  most  impor tan t  goals ,  Trento  and  Tries te ,  were  reache d  also  thanks

to  the  contribu tion  of  the  “unrede e m e d ”,  aust rian  subjects  who  vindicated

their  italianness ,  defying  the  death  in  cas e  of  a  captu re ,  and  fought  as

voluntee r s  in  the  ranks  of  the  royal  army .

After  the  victorius  conclusion  of  the  great  war,  the  royal  army  was  resized  by

dismissing  most  of  the  cavalry  and  infantry  regimen ts  and  dissolving  the

ardi tes,  the  demobilization,  the  economic  crisi s  and  the  new  structu r e  to  be

given  to  the  victorious  army,  were  the  issues  that  had  to  be  handled  in  the

years  immedia t ely  following  the  end  of  the  grea t  war .  A series  of  provisional

structu r e s  followed  until  1926  when ,  after  rejecting  the  “shield  and  spear ”

army  of  riduced  dimension s  propos ed  by  general  Di  Giorgio,  was  approv ed  a

new  structu r e  – called  “mussolini  structu r e ”,  conside ring  the  fact  that  he  was

at  the  time  the  minist e r  of  war  –  which  made  provision  for  balanced  armed

forces  of  250 ,000  men . An army  which  took  into  accoun t  more  the  e xperien ces

of  the  passed  war  rathe r  than  the  developme n t s  of  a  future  war ,  number ing  3

grenadie r  regimen t s ,  87  of  infantry ,  12  of  rifle -corps ,  9  of  alpin e  troops ,  12  of

cavalr y, 45  di  arti llery  and  15  of  the  enginee r s  from  the  various  specialties .
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In  the  “ninetee n  twenties ”  –  and  until  1931  –  was  over  the  reconque r ing  of

lib ya,  with  the  prevailing  use  of  indigenous , erit rean  and  libyan  troops .

    

Only  in  the  “ninetee n  thirties ”,  disposed  of ,  at  least  par tially ,  the  blockage  of

cadres  – a  conseque n c e  of  the  war  – was  star t ed  slowly  the  adoption  of  some

changes  in  the  organiza t ion  of  the  army ,  such  as  the  setting  up  of  the  swift

division s  (mi xed  of  cavaler y, cyclist s ,  moto r cyclist s  and  light  tanks ),  as  the

organiza t ion  of  the  antiaircr af t  defense  and  of  the  borde r  guard ,  as  the

introduc tion  of  new  accompanying  weapons  (gun  rifle  breda  ’30,  machine

guns  fiat‘35  and  breda  ’37,  morta r  brixia’35).  much  slower  and  quanti ta t ively

insufficient  was  the  progre ss  in  the  field  of  motoriza tion , in  that  of  the  artillery

moderniza t ion  and , above  all ,  in  that  of  the  armo u red  troops,  equipped  for  the

most  par t  with  light  tanks .

The  moderniza tion  progra m m e  was  balked  by  the  war  agains t  et h iopia  and  the

italian  interven t ion  in  Spa in . Against  et h iopia  were  engage d  8  division s  of  the

army ,  6  division s  and  2  gr oups  of  blackshir t s ,  2  eritrean  division s ,  1  Libyan

and  troups  from  somalia,  suppor t ed ,  once  in  a  while,  by  an  efficient  logistic

organiza t ion,  which  permit ted  to  arrive  at  Addis  Abeba  on  5  may  1936,  after

eight  months  of  war .  Thus  was  officially  put  an  end  to  the  campaign ,  although

the  opera t ions  defined  as  “opera tions  of  the  grea t  colonial  police ”  lasted  for

many  more  months  –  aimed  at  attaining  the  actual  control  of  the  terri tory,

smashing  the  local  resist ance ,  opera tions  whose  burden  was  borne  mainly  by

the  indigenous  troups .

The  italian  interven t ion  in  spa in  on  the  side  of  the  na t ionalist s  of  General

Franco,  between  1936  and  1939,  involved  sending  approxima te ly  40,000  men ,

organiz ed  in  the  vol u nt eer  troop  corps ,  and  sending  arm s  and  mate r ial s
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(almost  2 ,000  guns ,  10 ,000  automa tic  weapons ,  150  tanks  and  in  excess  of

6 ,000  motor  vehicles ),  arm s  and  mate rial s  which  would  be  wanted  in  the  war

that  was  about  to  break  out .

    

The  occupa t ion  of  Albania,  carried  out  almost  without  facing  resis tance  in

april  1939,  was  the  last  involvement  of  the  army  before  the  second  world

conflict.  Vittorio  Emanuele  III,  king  of  italy  and  empero r  of  et h iopia , becam e

also  king  of  albania  and  the  army  was  increase d  by  6  bat talions  and  4  albanian

batte r ie s , plus  a  bat talion  of  the  royal  guard  with  picture sq u e  uniforms .

The  air  force  was  cut  off  by  the  royal  army  to  become  the

independ e n t  aeronau t ica l  regia  , in  these  years  the  first  armored  and

para t rooping  units  were  also  light,  whose  first  depar tm e n t  was  a  libyan  hawks

company  formed  by  italian  officers  and  non- commissione r s  who  made  the  first

launch  on  march  28,  1938  in  Castel  Benito  , Libya.  
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During  the  1930s  ,  military  resea rch  had  given  fruit:  italy  possessed  high-

quality  fire  guns,  placed  among  the  best  of  the  conflict  (the  counte rp a r t  90/53

mod.  1939  ,  the  obice  149/19  mod.  1937  and  the  morta r  ansaldo  210/22  mod.

1935  )  but  very  few  specimens  were  produced  and  distributed  due  to  lack  of

resources ,  the  vast  majority  troops  used  obsolete  weapons  still  a  dating  back

to  the  first  world  conflict.

The  seco n d  world  war

Unlike  the  first  war ,  which  saw  the  italian  military  effort  concen t r a t ed  almost

esclusive ly  between  stelvio  pass  and  the  adria tic  sea ,  the  second  world  war

saw  until  1943,  the  army  launched  to  the  outside,  Easte rn  africa  and  albania,

russia  and  lib ya,  yugoslavia  and  franc e ,  gre e ce  and  tunisia,  saw  the

involvement , with  ups  and  downs,  of  our  soldiers .
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The  campaign  agains t  franc e  came  to  an  end  in  a  few  days  time  without  any

appreciable  resul ts;  a  lot  longer ,  in  excess  of  six  months ,  was  that  agains t

gre e ce ,  waged  in  difficult  climatic  conditions  and  with  an  inadequa t e  logistic

suppor t .  short -lived  was  also  the  campaign  in  yugoslavia,  just  a  few  days ,

however  more  than  three  years  of  guerr il la  warfare  took  place  afterwar ds .

after  an  initial  offensive  phase  the  italian  armed  forces  in  easte rn  africa,

form ed  pre dominan tly  of  indigen ous  troops ,  passed  soon  to  the  d e fensiv e ,

resist ing  for  about  a  year .  The  italian  participa t ion  agains t  the  soviet  union

lasted  for  a  year  and  a  half ; after  the  offensiv e  phase  through  ucrain e  as  far  as

to  the  Don  River ,  in  late  1942  the  armir  (the  large  italian  army  in  russia)  was

overwhelme d  by  armed  forces  which  outdid  it  in  means  and  outnumb e r e d  it .

15



        

 In  northe r n  africa  to  an  ini t ial  raid  on  sidi  el  bar rani  the  armed  forces  of  the

commonw e al th  responde d  with  a  counte roffensive  which  led  them  to  the

occupa t ion  of  Cyrenaica.  a  series  of  advances  and  ret rea t s  followed  in  the

summe r  of  1942  with  the  italian- german  advance  up  to  El  Alamein,  a t  70  km

from  Ale xandria.

After  three  years  of  war  the  armam e n t  of  the  italian  troops  –  which  in  the

beginning  of  the  confli ct  did  altogethe r  no t  lose  ground  to  that  of  the  other

participan t s  in  the  war ,  except  for  the  armo u red  vehicles  –  had  become

outmoded  in  terms  of  both  quality  and  quanti ty .  The  test  came  at  el  alamein,

in  november ,  when  the  british  guns  and  tanks  opened  the  way  to  their

infantry ,  tenace ously  but  in  vain  opposed  by  italian s  and  germans ,  almost

lacking  armo u red  vehicles.
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After  el  alamein,  with  the  allied  disembark a t ions  in  algeria  e  m orocco,  the  fate

of  north  africa  was  decided :  the  first  italian  arm y,  lodged  in  tunisia,  manage d

to  resist  until  may  1943.  the  war  had  already  changed  its  tide :  in  july  the

allied  forces  landed  in  sicil y and ,  despite  the  resist ance  they  came  across  in

the  plain  of  catania,  they  reached  messina , to  pass  afterwar ds  in  calabria .

 In  those  days  they  arrived  at  signing  an  armisti ce  with  the  allied  powers ,

which  remained  secre t  for  the  moment,  and  was  announce d  on  8  septem b e r ,

when  the  headqua r t e r s  were  not  informed  yet  of  the  imminen t  change  of  the

situation,  it  is  known  what  happene d  to  the  detach m e n t s ,  left  without

adequa t e  instruc t ions .

The  army  reacted  to  the  rapid  attac k  of  the  german  troops ,  in  rom e ,  in

cefalonia,  in  corf u ,  in  montene g ro ,  in  dalma t ia,  in  the  ae gean,  in  sard ini a  and

in  corsica  but , except  for  the  latte r  two  cas es , the  resist ance  was  overpower e d

and ,  in  october ,  what  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  army  was  concen t r a t ed  in

puglia,  basilica ta  and  sard ini a.  In  ital y,  occup ied  by  the  germans ,  officers  and

soldiers ,  who  avoided  captu re  and  depor t a t ion,  pass ed  to  the  clandes t ine

fight ,  either  by  form ing  mountain  guer rilla  bands , or  acting  in  the  towns  with

tasks  of  sabotage  and  informa t ion.  to  evalua te  the  army  contribu tion  to  the

guerilla  warfa re  is  enough  to  recall  the  names  of  general  Raffaele  Cadorna ,

com m ande r  of  the  corp s  of  liber t y volu nt eers ,  and  that  of  Colonel  Giuseppe

Cordero  Lanza  Di Montezemolo,  put  in  charge  of  the  militar y clandes t in e  front

of  rom e , tortu r ed  and  then  shot  dead  at  the  fosse  ardea t ine .
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In  the  south ,  with  the  remaining  detach m e n t s  and  with  volu nt eers  who

succeede d  in  avoiding  the  captu re  and  in  crossing  the  lines ,  was  set  up  the

first  motorized  grouping  which  went  into  action  a t  monte  lungo  on  8

decemb e r  1943  and  remained  afterwa rd s  active  until  april  1944  when ,

becoming  the  italian  libera t ion  corps  with  a  streng t h  of  approx.  30 ,000  men , it

was  able  to  take  part  in  the  allied  summer  offensiv e  in  the   sector.  The  italian

troops  were  then  withdraw n  from  the  front  in  order  to  be  r e organize d  in  six

combat  groups ,  trained , equip ped ,  arm ed  and  clad  in  the  english  manne r .

Four  of  those  groups  (true  division s  which  however  the  allied  powers  did  not

want  to  call  with  this  name )  went  into  action  in  the  first  months  of  1945 ,

taking  part  in  the  final  offensiv e  and  ente ring , with  a  few  detachm e n t s ,

bologna  along  with  the  first  allied  troops . The  allied  furthe r mor e  benefited

from  the  contribution  of  the  “auxiliary  division s”,  appointed  on  duty  in  the

zones  behind  the  front  and , in  some  cas es ,  also  on  the  front  line . in  nearly  five

years  of  war  the  army  suffered ,  on  various  fronts ,  more  than  246 ,000  dead

and  missing,  and  hundre ds  of  thousands  of  crippled  and  wounded .

From  July  1946  until  Februa ry  1947,  delega t e s  from  twenty one  nations  met  in‐

Paris  to  decide  on  peace  terms  for  Germany' s  five  allies  in  World  War  II:

Bulgaria,  Hunga ry,  Finland,  Italy,  and  Romania.  Italy  was  obliged  to  cede
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most  of  the  Istrian  peninsula ,  including  Fiume  (Rijeka),  and  some  Adriatic

islands  to  Yugoslavia,  and  the  Dodecane s e  to  Greece;  Tries te  became  a  free

city,  a  status  it  retained  until  1954.  Italy  also  had  to  accept  some  minor

frontier  adjustme n t s  and  renounc e  all  claims  in  Africa.

The  army  of  the  republ i c

The  lost  war ,  the  definitiv e  fall  of  fascism  and  the  purge  election  year ,  the

institutional  referend u m  which  saw  the  republic  preva il over  the  monarch y,  a

very  diffic ult  economic  contingen ce  and  the  rest rictive  claus es  of  the  peace

trea ty,  marked  the  first  years  of  the  r e co n stru c ion  of  the  army .

In  spite  of  the  differen t  opinion  of  General  Cadorna ,  chief  of  staff  between

1945  and  1947,  it  was  prefer r e d  to  retu rn  to  the  large- scale  army.
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Until  1949  and  until  ital y’s  accession  to  the  atlant ic  pa ct ,  the  arrang e m e n t s

were  rather  slow  and  the  campaign  army  could  count  in  that  moment  on  seven

infantry  division s  –  two  of  which  motorized  –  and  one  armoured  briga de ,

incomple t e  in  terms  of  force  and  means .

The  a merican  a ssist a n ce , which  replaced  the  british  one , permit t ed  to  get  over

the  diffic ulties ,  so  in  1953  the  campaign  army  had  10  infantry  division s ,  3

armoure d  division s,  and  5  alpine  briga des ,  plus  the  tactical  and  logistic

suppor t .  exactly  in  the  summe r  of  that  year ,  the  fear  of  a  yugoslav  sudden

attack  on  tries te  – still  a  “free  territory ”  under  the  adminis t r a t ion  of  the  allied

powers  –  led  to  a  call  to  military  service  of  a  limit ed  contingen t  and  to  a

streng th e n ing  of  the  deployment  along  the  easte rn  border .  Next  year  the

question  of  tries te  was  solved  anyway  and  on  26  october ,  under  the  rain  and

struggling  to  open  a  passage  among  the  crowd  which  went  down  to  the  stree t s

to  welcome  them ,  the  italian  soldiers  retu rne d  to  the  city  of  the  giulia  region,

on  4  november  there  was  a  celebra t ion  with  a  big  parade  in  the  presence  of

the  Presiden t  of  the  Republic,  Einaudi,  who  confer red  on  the  banne r  of  the

cit y the  gold  meda l for  militar y valor.

       

The  defence  of  the  easte rn  border  – the  so  called  “threshold  of  gorizia”  – was

within  the  nato  framework  the  priorit y ass ign ed  to  the  army  e  it  r e ma ined

such  until  the  early  19 90 s .

In  the  1970 s ,  to  cope  with  a  slow  but  progress iv e  loss  of  efficien cy  of  the

military  instrum e n t ,  was  star ted  a  first  rest ruc tu r ing ,  which  the  arrange m e n t

of  1975  sanctioned,  reducing  the  force  by  a  third .  Such  rest ruc tu r ing ,  which

affected  mainly  opera tiv e  detachm e n t s ,  proved  to  be  insufficient ,  so  cuts  had

to  be  made  in  the  mid  1980 s  and  thereaf t e r  an  adjustm en t  in  1990- 91,
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abol ishing  the  division s  and  autoriz ing  at  the  same  time ,  with  ever  growing

facilita t ion s , the  conscientious  objection . 

All that  while  the  mission s  abroad  were  beginning ,  under  the  guidance  of  the

rapid  interven t ion  force ,  mission s  which  later  followed  one  anothe r ,  after  the

colla pse  of  the  soviet  bloc ,  making  increasingly  necessa ry  a  new  model  of

defence ,  which  was  attemp te d  to  achieve  pass ing  gradual ly from  a  conscrip t

army  to  a  professional  army .

The  trans i t io n a l  army

The  italian  troops  of  the  libera t ion  army  were  at  the  end  of  the  confli c t

distribu ted  in to  t h r e e  categorie es  in  accordanc e  with  the  d e penden ce  and

with  the  use,  and  consiste d  in:  t h r e e  division s  for  internal  securi ty  and  troops

of  internal  outfits  and  bodies ; br- it  distributed  in to  five  bat tle  groups  and  five

a d minist ra t ive  division s ;  us- it  divided  into  one  outfit  equivalen t  to  the  armed

corps  and  two  am d minist ra t ive  division s .  a  complex  of  approx.  320 ,000  men ,

180 ,000  of  whom  were  discha rge d  within  the  end  of  1945.

In  14  n ovemb e r  1945,  by  order  of  the  allied  headqu a r t e r s  in  ital y,  the  army

retu rne d  under  the  authori ty  of  the  italian  govern ment . While  waiting  for  the

clauses  of  the  paris  peace  trea ty ,  the  arrang e m e n t  of  the  transi tional  army

was  agreed  upon  between  the  repres en t a t ives  of  the  military  mission  of  the

italian  army  and  the  italian  minist r y of  war .  It  provided  for  a  cent ral  comand

(minist r y and  genera l  staff  of  the  army );  a  territorial  military  organiza tion ,

based  on  terri torial  military  com m and s ,  the  distric ts  and  the  deposi t s ;  troops

for  protec tion  of  the  borde rs ,  which  furthe r  to  the  combat  groups  and  to

the “garibaldi”  regiment ,  had  to  include  at  leas t  two  alpini  groups ,  to  be  set

up ; troops  for  interna l securi ty ,  compr ising  three  division s  and  one  territorial

briga de ; sc hools  for  training ,  i.e.  the  militar y acade m y and  the  training  cente r

of  cesano;  vari ous  unit s  of  the  services .

The  consis ten cy  of  the  transi tional  army  was  established  at  140 ,000  men,  the

reduced  numerical  streng th  and  the  pover t y of  the  armam e n t s  grea tly  limit ed

the  opera t ive  possibilit ies  of  the  army ,  capable  at  the  most  to  g u arant e e  the

interna l securi ty  and  the  public  order .
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In  january  1947  the  opera t ing  structu r e

of  the  italian  army  was  based  on  five

binary  infantry  division s ,  ten

autonomous  infantry  regimen t s  (of  which

three  alpini,  one  rifle -corps ,  one

grenadie r s ),  five  explora t ion  cavalry

groups ,  three  infant ry  brigades ,  plus

eleven  terri torial  military  commands ,

eleven  recrui t  training  cente r s , various

schools  and  bodies .

The  militar y clauses  of  the  paris  peace

trea ty  from  10  februa ry  1947  provided

among  other  things:  the  dismantling  of  all  alpine  fortifica t ion s  on  the  borde rs

with  yugoslavia  and  franc e  and  of  the  coastal  ones  in  sard in ia  and  in  the

islands  of  sicil y; the  prohibition  to  posse ss  and  ex periment  with  

exceeding  30  km;  the  limita t ion  of  using  only  200  tanks ;  an  effective  force  of

up  to  250,000  men  in  the  army  for  all  three  armed  forces  and  the  carabinier i .

In  the  r e costru ct ion  of  the  army , the  italian  govern ment  prefer red  to  ado p t  the

tested  and  tradi tional  formula  of  the  obligator y n ational  service,  with  length  of

service  of  18  months ,  instead  of  following  the  allied  orienta t ions , which  called

for  the  creation  of  an  army  of  volu nt eers . In  1948,  at  the  eve  of  ital y’s  entry  in

Nato  and  on  the  wave  of  the  rising  interna l and  interna t ional  tension,  the

army  assum ed  the  following  ordering  appea r a n c e :  five  binary  infantry

division s ,  two  tertiary  infantry  division s ,  an  armoure d  brigade , twelve

autonomous  infantry  regimen t s ,  seven  autonomous  artillery  groups ,  eleven

territorial  military  commands ,  ninety- five  military  distric ts ,  eleven  recrui t

training  cente r s ,  five  advanced  training  cente r s ,  sixteen  schools  apar t  from

the  acade m y of  modena,  of  the  school  for  coopera t ion  of  vari ous  arm s,  and  of

the  genera l  staff  co u rs e  of  Civitavecchia.

The  personnel  deficien cy  and  the  lack  of  modern  combat  means  comprom ized

the  opera t ing  efficiency  of  the  in strume n t ,  which  turned  out  not  to  be  suitable

for  war fare  use  in  a  modern  conven t ional  scena rio.
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The  acce s s i o n  to  Nato

In  1949  the  accession  of  ital y to  the  atlant ic  pact  opened  a  new  phase  of

developm e n t .  thanks  to  the  increas e  of  the  defence  expenses  and  to  the

military  aids  plan  passed  by  the  united  states ,  which  comprised  also  major

commissions  to  the  italian  war  indust ry,  the  equipmen t  and  the  arma me n t

tended  to  draw  ever  near  to  quanti t a t iv e  and  qualita t iv e  levels  of  the  other

weste rn  europea n  count ries . 

As long  as  the  organic  structu r e  is  concerne d , after  the  limita t ion s  established

by  the  peace  trea ty  virtually  came  to  a  halt ,  the  new  progra m m es  envisaged

an  army  consis ting  of :  ten  infant ry  division s  on  tertia ry  formation ; two

armoure d  brigades  to  be  tra n sfor med  to  division s ;  five  alpine  briga d e s  plus

numero u s  suppor t  units  of  vario us  t yp es .  At  the  set ting  up  of  the  integra t ed

nato  commands  of  chessboa rd  type  the  resumption  of  large  complex  units  was

confirmed  at  the  level  of  armed  corps,  intended  to  set  up  detach m e n t s

stationed  in  the  northe as t e r n  region s , the  most  threa t e n e d  ones  by  the  soviet

bloc .

The  tra n sforma t ion  of  the  big  element a ry  units,  based  on  the  adoption  of

mate r ial  of  us  model  in  the  place  of  that  of  british  origin,  and  on  the  gradual

ado pt ion  of  employment  procedu re s  of  american  type ,  was  carried  out  in  the

next  few  ears ,  while  the  system  of  the  terri torial  commands  and  the

adminis t r a t ive  organiza tion  remained  substan tially  unchange d .  the  project  for

extension  of  the  army  turned  out  to  be  however  oversized  with  respec t  to  the

actual  availability  of  men  and  of  means,  and  to  the  primary  requirem e n t  of  not

allowing  the  qualita tiv e  level  of  the  unit s  to  decline . 

It  was  inevitable  therefore  to  give  up  the  completion  of  the  units  deployed  in

the  cente r  and  in  the  south ,  almost  all  of  which  remained  on  a  degree  of

prepa ra t ion  lower  than  envisaged .

The  beginning  of  the  dé tent e  led  to  a  furthe r  shrinking  of  the  army  personnel ,

which  at  the  eve  of  the  1975  rest ruc tu r ing  was  structu r e d  as  follows : five

partially  mechanized  infant ry  divisions , two  armoure d  division s ,  five  alpine

briga d e s , a  cavalry  brigade ,  four  infantry  brigades , a  missil e  brigade,  plus  a

suppor t  and  service  unit .
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The  restru c t u r i n g  of  197 5  

Around  the  middle  of  the  19 70 s ,  emerge d  again  the  necessi ty  to  reduce  the

arrange m e n t  of  the  army  for  the  purpose  of  transfe r r ing  bigger  resources  to

be  expende d  for  the  streng t he ning  and  moderniza t ion  of  the  mate r ial s ,  made

indispensa bl e  because  increasingly  sophis tica t ed  armam e n t s  began  to  appea r

on  the  marke t .

The  rest ruc tu r ing  1975  involved :  the  aboli t ion  of  the  regimen t a l  level ;  the

staff  reduc tion  by  a  third  of  the  opera ting  units;  the  adoption  of  the

standa rdiz ed  nato  modul e  of  brigade ;  the  growth  of  the  capacit y di  antitank

fire ,  obtained  with  the  r e distribu t ion  of  already  established  mate r ial s  and  the

introduc tion  of  new  ones ;  the  emphasis  on  mobilit y by  means  of  the  complete

mec h aniza t ion  and  motoriza t ion  of  the  large  units,  the  rear r a n g e m e n t  was

accompa nied  by  a  promotional  law  which  earma rk e d  substan t ial  financial

r e so u r ce s  for  the  purchas e  of  new

armam e n t s  with  high  technological

conten t ,  manufac tu r e d  mostly  by  the

national  indus t r y.

The  opera tional  organiza tion  comprised :

three  army  corps ,  two  armoured

division s ,  two  mec h aniz ed  division s ,

thirteen  mec h aniz ed  and  motoriz ed

briga d e s ,  five  armoure d  briga d e s , five  alpine  briga d e s ,  a  missile  briga d e,  a

para t roope r  briga d e  plus  detachm e n t s  di  suppor t  and  services .  Th e  terri torial

organiza tion  was  formed  by  six  regional

terri torial  military  com m and s ,  the

military  com m and  of  sard ini a,  sixteen

area  military  com m and s  and  sixty- two

military  distric ts .

Fall  of  the  warsaw  pact

In  the  cold  war  period  the  principal  task  of  the  army  was  clearly  defin ed :  the

defense  of  the  easte rn  borde r  in  conjunction  with  the  american  and

portugue s e  allied  armed  forces .
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The  much  feared  invasion  by  the  warsaw  pact  armed  forces  domina ted  the

italian  opera t ional  planning  and  that  of  nato.  the  threa t  of  use  of  nuclea r ,

bacte r iological  or  chemical  weapons  in  cas e  of  confli c t  between  the  two

opposing  blocs,  was  considere d  very  real,  the  army  was  structu r e d  for

difensive  war  opera t ions  of  high  intensi ty  to  take  place  at  the  borders  with

aust ria  and  yugoslavia,  suppor t ed  by  a  well  organiz ed  logistical  device  with

immedia te  availability  in  the  zones  behind  the  front .

In  the  course  of  the  1980 s  the  situa t ion  began  to  change ,  first  with  the  peace

mission  in  le bano n ,  then  with  the  birth  of  the  Fopi,  based  on  the  “acqui”

brigade ,  with  the  task  of  joint  action  at  the  rescue  opera t ion s  in  case  of  public

calamit ies ,  to  arrive  at  the  setting  up  of  the  Fir  (rapid  interven tion  force) ,  an

interfor ce  unit  cara t t e r iz ed  by  a  high

tactical  and  strat egic  mobilit y for

immedia t e  interven t ion  agains t

threa t s  that  concern  the  whole

national  terri tor y. 

The  fall  of  the  berlin  wall  and  the

dissolu t ion  of  the  warsaw  pact

determin ed  a  complete  change  of

opera t ing  address ,  which  pushed  the

italian  army  towards  various  kinds  of

humani ta r ian  and  peaceke eping  mission s  of  interna t ional  ch ara c ter  in  faraway

count ries ,  even  at  thousands  of  k ilomet e r s  from  the  logistica l supply  bases  of

the  mothe rland .

Regarding  the  staff ,  with  the  disappe a r a n c e  of  the  threa t  of  invasion  on  the

na t ional  terri tor y by  foreign  powers ,  sizable  personnel  reduc tions  took  place ,

affecting  both  the  opera t i ng  componen t  and  the  terri torial  and  logistica l one . 

Intern a t i o n a l  mis s i o n s  of  Italy

As soon  as  the  first  phase  of  the  process  of  national  unity  was  completed ,  Italy

felt  immedia t ely  the  need  to  become  part  of  what  was  called  at  the  time  the

“concer t  of  po wers ”,  that  archite c tur e  of  s e cur ity ,  informal  but  effe c tiv e ,

which  brough t  togethe r  the  most  poten t  europe an  na t ion s  in  the  second  half
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of  the  xix  centu ry . Contribu tion  to  the  s e cur ity  and  the  stabilit y was  a  constan t

elemen t  of  the  italian  policy ,  passing  from  the  concer t  of  po wers  through  the

le a g ue  of  na t ion s,  to  end  at  the  presen t  day  mission s  by  manda t e  of  the  UN  or

NATO.

From  1896  to  the  presen t  day  the  italian  armed  forces  have  in  fact  actively

part icipat ed  in  numerous  multina t ional  expeditionary  forces .  save  for  some

exception ,  such  as  the  mission  to  quench  the  boxer  rebellion  in  cina  in  1900,

these  interna t ional  military  forces  had  the  duty  to  bring  back  the  peace  and

politica l and  social  stabilit y in  foreign  terri tori es  being  prey  to  civil  wars  or  to

internal  struggles ,  o r  in  order  to  reduce  the  size  of  confli cts  between  na t ion s

at  war .

The   interna t ional  s e cur ity  mission s  are  genera l ly orches t r a t e d  by

suprana t ional  organiza t ions ,  following  an  agree m e n t  between  the  adversa r ie s ,

and  they  see  the  interven t ion  of  armed  forces  coming  from  all  continen ts  of

the  glob e . 

The  most  import an t  opera t ion s  of  this  kind ,  in  which  the  italian  army  has

taken  part ,  were  those  of  cret e  (1896- 1897),  of  le bano n  (1979- 2004),  of

somalia  (1949- 1959  and  1992- 1994),  of  namibia  (1989- 1990),  of  mozambi que

(1993- 1994),  of  albania  (1997,  1999  -  2004),  of  east  timor  (1999- 2000),  of

bosnia  (1995- 2004),  of  kosovo  (1999- 2004),  of  macedonia  (1998  -  2004),  of

r w anda  (1994),  of  afghanis t an  (1989  - 1990,  2002- 2004)  and  of  iraq  (2003  -

2004).

The  first  peacekee ping  mission  in  le bano n  of  the  italian  army  was  held  from

23  augus t  to  11  septem b e r  1982 , at  the  reques t  of  the  lebanes e  governm e n t

was  sent  to  beiru t  the  2 nd  rifle -corps  battalion  governolo ,  to  g u arant e e  the

withdra w al  of  the  pales tinian  mili tias  from  the  cit y and  to  foster  the  re-

establishme n t  of  sovereign ty  and  of  aut h orit y by  the  lebanes e  governm e n t .

As a  resul t  of  the  massac r es  in  the  p alestin ian  camp s  of  sabra  and  chatila,  the

UN  sent  a  multina t ional  contingen t  as  interposi tion  force  among  the  fighting

factions  and  to  secure  the  safety  of  the  civil  popula t ion .  The  mission  took

place  in  the  period  from  24  septe mb e r  1982  to  6  march  1984  and  involved

numero u s  unit s  of  the  army  with  the  streng th  of  one  briga de .  the   italian

contingen t  italcon  suffered  only  one  loss  compare d  to  275  a merican  and  87

french  servicem en  killed . 
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The  united  nations '  unifil  mission  in  lebanon  will

continue  the  armed  forces  of  our  count ry  on  the

field  will  be  used  for  anothe r  year  1,255  men  and

303  land  vehicles.  The  main  task  will  be  to  suppor t

the  lebanes e  army , in  the  same  region  will  continue

the  various  initiatives  on  pales tinian  land.  For  a  few  years  now,  the  italian

army  has  been  carrying  out  suppor t  functions  at  various  points  in  the

territories ,  from  hebron  to  jericho  passing  through  the  west  bank  and  the

crossing  with  rafah  egypt,  nearly  50  men  will  be  employed  for  observa t ion  and

repor t ing.  

A squadron  of  helicopte r s  of  the  army  aviation  has  opera t e d  continuously  in

le bano n  since  1979  as  part  of  the  un  peacekee ping  force  unifil , stationed  at

the  frontier  between  israel  and  Lebanon , the  assignm e n t s  of  such  unit  are

reconnaiss anc e , liaison , inquiry  and  aid , medical  transpor t .

On  3  may  1991  was  star t ed  the  mission  airone  with  the  sending  of  the

para t roope r  detach m e n t s  of  the  folgore  brigade  in  iraqi  kurdis tan ,  with  the

task  of  facilita ting  the  interven tion  of  the  h umani ta r i an  organiza t ion s  in  favo u r

of  the  kurdis h  popola t ion  in  e xod us  because  of  the  repress ion  by  the  regime  of

saddam  hussein.   About  1 ,500  italian  servicem en  p art icipa ted  in  the  provide

comfort  mission,  who  guaran t e e d  until  the  summer  the  s e cur ity  and  the  heal th

assist a n ce  to  the  refugee  camps . 

Following  the  peace  agree m e n t s  signed  in  rom e  between  the  mozambi que

governm e n t  and  the  r e bel s  of  RENAMO,  the  UN  ordered  on  16  decemb e r

1992  for  a  peaceke eping  force  to  be  sent  to  the  a frican  state  in  order  to

g u arant e e  the  observance  of  the  agreem e n t s .  Ital y contribu t e d  to  the  onumoz

opera t ion  from  march  1993  to  may  1994  with  a  force  of  about  1 ,000  men ,

equipped  by  the  alpine  briga d e s  taurinense  and  julia .  a  medical  detachm e n t

continu ed  to  opera t e  in  mozambi que  after  the  ret rea t  of  the  bulk  of  the

albatros  contingen t  as  well .

The  first  italian  peace  interven tion  in  former  yugoslavia  dates  back  to  1991,

with  the  partecipa t ion  in  the  ECMM  (europea n  communi ties  monitor  mission).

In  1992  a  helicopte r  of  the  italian  army  with  italian  and  french  official

observer s  on  bo a rd  was  brough t  down  by  a  serbian  fighte r  plane .
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NATO  sent  in  1995  a  peaceke eping  force  to  bosnia- he rzegovina  direc ted

towards  the  implemen t a t ion  of  the  dayton  agreem e n t s .  italy  par ticipa t ed  too

in  the  ifor  mission  with  the  rifle- corps  brigade  garibaldi .  the  complet e

cessa t ion  of  the  h ostilit ies  among  the  croatian ,  s erb ia n  and  b osnia n  factions

permit ted  the  reduc tion  of  the  nato  forces  on  the  field .  changed  to  SFOR  in

1996,  under  the  control  of  the  europe a n  union  (eufor  “althea”),  with  a  tactical

unit , supplied  through  rota tion  by  various  army  brigades .

In  decemb e r  1998  was  set  up  in  macedonia  the  exfor ,  a  nato  force  for  the

prote ct ion  and  possible  withdraw al  of  the  osce  observer s ,  deployed  in  kosovo.

in  the  joint  guarantor  mission  part icipa ted  first  a  tactical  group ,  then  the

entire  garibaldi  brigade .

In  june  1999,  within  the  framework  of  the  k- for  opera t ion,  italian  troops

coming  from  macedonia  ent ered  kosovo  to  oversee  the  withdra w al  of  the

troops  and  protec t  the  r e patri ati on  of  the  ethnic  albanian  refugees .

From  march  1989  to  april  1990  a  squad ron  of  helitaly  helicopte r s  took  part  in

the  UNTAG  mission  in  namibia,  a  count ry  in  the  south  of  africa,  for  the  control

of  the  withdraw al  of  the  cuban  and  south  african  troops  from  that  na t ion.

In  march  1994  was  held  in  r w anda  the  opera t ion  ippocam po ,  scheduled  to

recover  and  trasfer  to  the  homeland  italian  citizens  presen t  in  the  a frican

count ry  ravaged  by  the  civil  war  between  the  hutu  and  tutsi  ethnici ties .  in

june  of  the  same  year  was  organiz ed  a  second  similar  mission  in  uganda,

called  entebbe , for  the  rescue  of  escaping  Rwanda n  refugees .

The  se cur ity  council  of  the  united  nations  with  the  r e solu t ion  no .  1483  of  22

may  2003  asked  the  interna t ional  comunit y to  contribu t e  to  the  stabilit y and

s e cur ity  of  iraq  and  to  assist  the  iraqi  people  in  the  effort  to  r e form  the

count ry ,  after  the  hunt  for  the  dicta to r  saddam  hussein  carried  out  by  the

anglo- american  coali t ion.

In  this  conte xt  fifteen  na t ion s ,  among  which  italy ,  offered  to  the  united  states

contingen t s  of  militar y forces  to  be  employed  to  promote  the  transi t ion  of  iraq

to  democra cy  and  to  contribu t e  to  the  economic  r e costru ct ion  of  the

torment e d  count ry .

In  2017 ,  italy  will  be  the  second  contingen t  for  the  numbe r  of  men  in  iraq

according  to  the  unite d  stat e s  alone,   1,497  men  will  serve  to  fight  isis  as  a

member  of  the  interna t ional  coalition.  
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the  soldiers  will  be  engage d  both  in  the  daesh  fight  and  in  defense  of  the

mosul  dam  were  last  year  the  work  of  being  set  up  by  an  italian  company

began.

In  2017  there  will  be  almost  eight  thousand  italian  soldiers  around  the  world

from  afghanis t an  to  kossovo  ,  in  mid- january,  the  council  of  ministe r s

has  delibera t e d  its  plan  to  ask  parliamen t  to  refinance  all  interna t ional

missions  in  which  italy  is  committed .   compare d  with  previous  years,  scena rios

with  active  opera t ions  decreas e d  but  this  did  not  reduce  the  risks   ,  lebanon,

somalia,  iraq  and  libya.

Some  peacekee ping  missions  abroad ,  such  as  that  in  kurdis tan  (1991)  and  in

albania  (1991- 1993),  had  an  exclusively  humani ta r ian  ch ara c ter  to  help  civil

popula t ions  suffering  from  war,  hunger  and  miser y. The  italian  army  has  often

participa t ed  also  in  small  mission s  as  observer s  to  oversee  the  compliance

with  the  ceasefire  agreem e n t s  between  opposing  armies  and  in  interna t ional

commission s  for  the  delimita t ion  of  the  stat e  borde rs .  

Assaul t  in  nassyria

On  12  novembe r  2003,  at  08 :40  local  time ,  the  “maes t r a le”  base  of  the

multinat ional  specialized  unit  of  arma  dei  carabinie ri  was  involved  in  a  suicide

terro ris t  attack  by  means  of  a  car  bomb , in  the  assaul t  were  killed  17

serviceme n  and  2  civili an  italian s .  That  was  the  worst  loss  in  human  lives

suffered  by  the  italian  armed  forces  in  carrying  out  opera t ional  activities

abroad  since  1945.  
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A mention  should  be  made  in  the  end  also  of  the  training  mission s  conduc te d

for  assist a n ce  and  instruc t ion  of  the  armed  and  securi ty  forces  of  friendly  and

allied  count ries .

The  army  of  the  XXI  century

The  revision  of  the  stra teg y and  of  the  objectives  of  the  atlant ic  alliance ,

immedia te  conseque nc e  of  the  collapse  of  the  soviet  union  and  of  the

dissolu t ion  of  the  warsaw  pact ,  had  as  counte rb al anc e  also  the  r e organiza t ion

of  the  army  in  order  to  allow  it  to  adapt  to  cope  with  new  demands .

The  r e form  of  the  top  militar y authori t ies , the  introdu ct ion  of  new  professional

figure s  among  the  non -commissioned  officers  and  the  voluntee r s  in  perman e n t

servi ce  and  at  short  service ,  the  establishm e n t  of  the  female  voluntee r ing ,  are

among  the  most  significant  legislativ e  arrange m e n t s  that  have  ch ara c teriz ed

the  army  in  the  beginning  of  the  new  centu ry .

With  the  completion  of  the  progra m m e  of  professionaliza t ion  the  new  army

compr ises  forces  destin ed  to  carry  out ,  outside  the  na t ional  terri tor y,  s e cur ity

tasks  in  the  field  of  peace  suppor t  opera t ion s  or  for  handling  local  cris es ;

forces  in  charge  of  guaran t e e ing  the  dissuasion  according  to  the  updated

stra teg y of  nato , through  the  use  of  unit s  with  high  readiness  for  use , and

finally  forces  for  the  surveillance  of  the  national  borde rs ,  for  joint  efforts  for

the  maintena n c e  of  public  order  or  for  interven ti on  in  cas e  of  natur al

disas te r s .

The  army  has  thus  become  an  opera tiv e  in strume n t  fle xible  more  than  ever ,

with  “ready ”  forces ,  always  adap te d  to  meet  opera t ive  needs  diversife d  and

less  predictable  compare d  to  the  past,  fit  for  being  employed  and  integra t e d

into  multina t ional  forces . 

Future  soldier  projec t

Increas e  the  opera t ing  efficiency  of  the  smaller  units  by  enhancing  and

integra t ing  the  fundam e n t a l  capacitive  areas  of  the  defunct  fighte r :  lethality,

survival,  command  and  control,  mobility  and  autonomy.

This  increas e  was  pursue d  in  the  framework  of  the  nato  guidelines  in  the  field,

in  order  to  give  individual  combata n t s  and  units  total  interope r a bili ty,  both

inter- operable  and  in  multinat ional  contexts.  The  developme n t  of  innovative,
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fully  integra t e d  individual

equipme n t  led  to  the

creat ion  of  a  "soldier

system",  based  on  man-

end  synergies ,  capable  of

fulfilling  the  tasks

deriving  from  the

profound  changes  in  the

interna t ional  scena rio.

The  system  is

charac t e r ized  by  modula ri ty,  flexibility  and  expanda bili ty,  therefore  it  is

effectively  configurable  according  to  the  differen t  situa tions  of  use  and

progress ively  updated  in  light  of  technological  innovations  in  individual

sectors .  its  integra t ion  into  the  automa t ed  command  and  control  system  will

also  enable  the  full  inser tion  of  drives  to  the  lowest  levels  in  the  process  of

digitizing  new  opera ting  environme n t s .

The  "future  soldier"  seeks  to  increase  efficiency  in  the  five  core  capacitive

areas .  in  par ticula r :

a .  the  increase  in  opera t ions  comes  not  only  from  new  technologies  that  affect

weapons  and  ammuni tion  but  also  those  related  to  equipmen t  for  objective

acquisition,  shooting  control,  communica t ions  and  informa tion  manage m e n t .

the  individual  weapon  is  5.56  mm  in  diamete r ,  it  can  mount  a  40mm  shotgun,

and  suppor t s  a  multifunctional  multifunction  lens  for  target  shooting  and

effective  focus,  selec tive  and  targe t ed  focus  (night  and  day).

Specifically,  it  includes  a  therm al  chambe r  combined  with  a  tv  room  that

opera te s  on  the  same  channel  and  a  three- magnifica tion  pointing  optic,  an

instinctive  pointing  device  and  two  laser  pointe r s  (one  that  emits  in  the

visible,  the  other  in  the  infrared) .  the  data  can  be  exported  in  "wireless"  mode.

b .  survival  is  enhanc ed  thanks  to  the  integra t ion  of  technologies  that  provide

protect ion  against  the  full  range  of  threa t s  presen t  in  a  modern  opera t ing

scena rio.  in  this  framework,  ballistic,  anti- nbc,  antilase r ,  climatic,  fire  and

observa t ion  protect ions  have  been  developed.

c.  comman d  and  control  systems  have  been  enhance d,  integra t ing  and

developing  communica t ion  systems  and  sensors  to  enhance  both  the  overall
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percep tion  of  the  fighte r  and  the  ability  to  act  effectively.  the  system  is

equipped  with  dedicat ed  data  presen t e r s ,  individual  compute r s ,  gps  and

individual  radio.  the  "future  soldier"  progra m  is  integra t e d  with  other

componen t s  of  the  space  maneuve r  digitiza tion  (siaccon  and  siccona).

d.  the  autonomy  has  been  improved  by  employing  innovative  mate r ials ,

essen tially  in  the  power  supply  sector .

e .  mobility  is  enhance d  by  optimizing  the  ergonomics  of  the  mate rials ,  the

weight  of  the  equipmen t  and  the  optimizat ion  /  modular i ty  of  the

transpo r t a bl e  load.  in  addition,  both  the  ability  to  move  and  observe  the

fighter  in  the  night  environme n t  and  the  knowledge  of  the  situa tion  has  been

exalted.
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	A look at the : Cisalpine Repubblic
	The immediate cause of the first world war was the assassination in Sarajevo (28th june 1914) of the austrian heir Archduke Francesco Ferdinando and his wife by the serbian irredentist student, gavrilo princip.
	But the real causes of the war are more remote and complicated. the main causes of the conflict were:
	the austrian-russian conflict for the hegemony in the balkans (austrian victory at berlin congress in 1878; the austrian annexation of bosnia and herzegovina in 1908; the establishment of a big serbian state by russia during the two balkan wars, etc.).
	the french-german conflict (prussian victory in 1870 and a french sentiment of revenge; german intervention in the moroccan question, etc.).
	the british-german conflict (a german political economic power rising in the world).
	the irredentism as in the case of italy, that aimed to annex trento and trieste, and serbia that aimed to annex bosnia and herzegovina.
	The conflicts between the great powers spoiled the political system of the european countries, leading to the formation of two hostile fronts: the triple alliance (germany, austria-hungary and italy) and the triple entente (great britain, france and russia). the increasing arm race led up to international tension between the countries.
	There is no population that wants to give up on its objectives in the name of the peace:
	austria-hungary defended tenaciously the supranational imperial idea;
	serbia aimed to expand its territory in the balkans;
	russia feared for its policy in the balkans, threatened by the alternative: a war outside the national borders or a revolution inside the country;
	great britain oscillated between neutrality and the stance on in favour of the war (indecision by the cabinet, fear for the russian expansion in the middle east);
	france wanted to use the russian support for pressing germany, after its alliance with russia;
	germany used the alliance with austria-hungary to escape from the political isolation and to help the danube monarchy, threatened outside and inside, in recovering its prestige. the german general staff wanted the war in 1914 because it feared for the lack of advantageous conditions to defeat france rapidly (schlieffen plan);
	france and germany did not intervene moderately on the policy of their allies, respectively russia and austria-hungary.

